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DESTINATION:

Tattooer Ernesto
Vasquez guides us
through the streets and
bars of his hometown.

Emeaste Vasquoz could have worked
anywhare. And he has made his Buenos
Aires studio, Historna de Mi Vida, just
as international as the city itself. The
busy shop in Buenos Aires's Palermo
neighborhood welcomes a rostor of
revohnng artists from around the world.
And Vasquezr and his two parinoms
spend a few months each year work-
ing abroad, wvswally in Spain, Brard, or
Germany, collecting new skils to aug-
ment their global styles. *Peopla come
from Europe and the Stales to get inked
here,” he says, noling that they're drawn
by cheaper prces and the burgecning
cusiom culture in the city

Global artisiry mixed with local humaor
has samed the studo a solid reputation
"We're always looking for new things,”
says Vasquez, who even brings his equip-
ment dlong on vacaton. “But really, we're
old-school guys.”™ —Stephanie Lim
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0 BEST CEMETERY The otherwoddly Recolata Comatery is "an amazing
acropolis,” says Vasquez of the resting place for Eva Pordn and former prasi-
dents and posts. Admission is free, and you can spend hours marvalng al
the elaborate tombs and sculptures. Close by, the Recolata Cultural Center
{controcuturalrecolota org) showeases the oty's dvarse an scona, including
works from up-and-comng comic lustrators and multimeda artats.

€2 BEST BARGAIN HUNTING
Buenos Ares s ull of antiques and those
who love to hunt thom. Al tha local feria,
you can find anything from Pink Floyd
records and dusly Leica film cameras 1o
1 Bth-century maps and cosluma jewelny.
Vasguez hits the Domego Streot floa mar-
ket {Dorrego and Micato Viega) in Palerma
to find unsque fixtures for his apartmont
and studio. Prices are lowar than they ane
al the more tounsty San Telmo weokend
antique market {Defonsa through Plara
Demego). Vasquez's advice for scoring
the best deals: shop during the week and
“try to spoak Spanish.”

O BEST DINNER 6 DRINKS
Alter closing up the studio on a
busy Saturday, Vasques and the
Xy oM bimas grab dinner
with thair chonils al Rincdn
Parrilore (Modrano 1283), a
small, Amgentinean-style gl
whara Vasquer wil indulge in
“any kind of moat.” For dnnks,
he hoads to Palerma’s Mundo
Birarro (mundoberarobar.com;
Semano 1222) 1o enjoy Tha
bost cockdals in the city in a
plach weth an "Amancan (heash
culture” wibe. Sip on the bar's
ramesake cocktal—the Munda
Bzarro Monsoon, a wvodka-
based drnk mand with melon,
omnges, and pineapphe—whila
enjoying rockabilly muse and
Bette Page movies projected
on the back wall

BEST BIG NIGHT OUT

Club Roxy (theroxybsas.com.ar;
Miceto Vega 5542) n Palermo
Hollywood s a good bel lor lve
rock shows. In nearby Palermo
Scho, Vasquez prelers the low-
key Coonico Bar {cronicobar,
com; JL Borges 1846) over the
naighborhood's  rendier  bars,
The covered smoking area makes
1 a go-lo destinaton even n
poor wealher, Vasguaz has been
frequenting the spol for years
becavse of its cheap food and
drnks, including blended balidos
and another bocal favorte: cola
maxed with Femet, a biter llahan
digestil. Don't be surprised if you
find yoursedi stumbling oul well
aller sunnze—Cronico is open
24 hours a day,
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€ BEST CULTURAL MASH-UP

It maght not be the pratties sigh
in Buenos Aves, bul La Bom-
bonera, the Boca Juniors' soc-
cor stadiem, radates encrgy and

pazsion.  Although Vasquez's
own home team has sinca lef
the city, he still loves a great soc-
cer game or concert at tho leg-
endary stadium. Even if there's
nothing nol-worthy going on
at La Bombonera, il La Boca
neighborhood s a greal spot 1o
oxperenca the misture of Latin
Amaorican and Europoan culture
that porfedas (natves of Bue-
nos Ares) am &0 proud of, Grab
a fresh-pressed orange juice
off the strect and exporionco
the grttinoss of the docks, the
romance of 1.||'|g|,> at a |.'|.Iﬂ-r'|-gl‘.l
rrl.l:'u‘.!rly.,r. and tho |:-'.}-'$ Halian
influonce in the brightly painted
buddings of Caminito
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